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HOMES  INTERVIEW INTERVIEW  HOMES

The second Cambridge 
Home + Garden Show, 
supported by the 
Cambridge Independent, 
proved a hit at the 

Guildhall.
Following the success of  the 

inaugural event, this year’s 
Cambridge Home + Garden Show was 
expanded to a two-day event over the 
weekend. Many of the region’s finest 
home and garden specialists were on 
hand to offer help and advice, and 
there were hands-on creative 
workshops to boot.

Main sponsor Cambridge Classics 
created a traditional living room on 
the Guildhall’s stage, in collaboration 
with the Cambridge Fabric Company, 
while another event sponsor, Novi, 
returned with a pop-up café furnished 
by Futon Company. Katie Malik 
Interiors, meanwhile, designed and 
created a stylish room set. 

Among the new exhibitors was 
Scuseme, a free online marketing 
platform where you can find trusted, 

recommended and vetted 
tradespeople and home services in 
Cambridge and the surrounding area. 

Founder and CEO, Dawn Giesler, 
said: “It’s been really good today – lots 
of  interesting people, lots of  
interesting exhibitions on display, lots 
of  services and a good array. It’s a 
really good showcase for Cambridge 
and the independent spirit of  business 
that we have here. I’ve had quite a few 
people register. There’s been a regular 
stream of people coming through, 
which has been great.”

Sam Wilson, of  Art of  Flooring, 
said: “At the first show we were very 
new – we weren’t as established, our 
show home hadn’t even opened, so 
now we’re a bit more prepared. The 
show itself  is very well organised – 
Jennifer [Chong] does a great job of  
marketing and there’s always people 
through the door, which has been 
great. I don’t think I’ve stopped 
talking since the doors opened, which 
has got to be a good sign.”

Sam continued: “The new room set 

Home + Garden 
Show is a huge hit
Adrian Peel visits the two-day event at the Guildhall.

by Katie Malik is a nice piece; we’ve 
also helped out with that by laying the 
floor for Katie. And I think the talks 
having their own room this year has 
been a real highlight.”

Leigh Hall, of  Newmarket firm 
Strive for Design, was making her 
debut at the show. She said: “It’s been 
really good, I’ve given away all my 
leaflets – and it wasn’t really about 
selling products today, it was just 
about creating awareness of  my 
business. There’s been a lot of  footfall 
and I’ve had a few sales.”

Organiser Jennifer Chong said: “It 
looked amazing – everyone did a 
really good job with their stands and 
displays, and people really seemed to 
be enjoying it, so that was lovely to see 
and hear. Initial feedback from 
exhibitors has been that a lot of  
people seemed genuinely interested, 
with real projects in mind.

“They came prepared with talks or 
exhibitors in mind that they wanted 
to see, rather than just coming in to 
browse. I would like to do it again.”

Clive Sparks of 
Go Glass with a 
garden display

Mantas Navickas 
from Cambridge 
Upholstery

The Guildhall was packed with exhibitors
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